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N ovem ber 2000
Introduction to tax study
The state League is giving local Leagues the opportunity to 
revise its tax positions through a concurrence process. All lo­
cal Leagues that participate in the concurrence will send their 
results to the state League. From this input the state League 
formulates positions for action.
Marcia Daoust will lead the Huntington League’s discussion 
of the tax positions on N o v em b er 13, 7 :3 0  p .m . a t  th e  
E nslow  P a rk  P re sb y te r ia n  C h u rch . We urge members 
to come to learn and discuss the issues with other League 
members.
Finance drive
Instead of fund raising events, the Huntington League rais­
es needed funds for our projects by sending letters to poten­
tial contributors. Thank you, Virginia Hensley, for sending 
the letters.
If League members or other friends wish to make contribu­
tions to our finance drive, send the checks to League of 
Women Voters of the Huntington Area, 706 Ridgewood 
Rd., Huntington, WV 25701. To be tax deductible the check 
must be made out to the League of Women Voters Educa­
tion Fund.
VOTERS SERVICE THANK YOUS
To moderators for public candidates meetings - Patricia 
Keller mid Carolyn  ̂̂
To timekeepers - Frances Huddleston, Helen and Neil 
Gibbins.
For marquees Vote signs - Frances Huddlestcai.
For helping with the candidates questionnaires - Ann 
Csemica.
For speech on the constitutional amendment and Get Out 
the Vote - Helen Gibbins.
Video EPA conference planned at MU
Marshall University is planning to host a video EPA 
conference on December 7 from 1 to 3 p.m. The topic 
will be "Why waste a cool planet?”The conference will 
discuss how waste reduction can help climate change and 
greenhouse gases.
Contact Helen Gibbins, 736-3288, for more informa­
tion.
Consensus Positions
The League o f  Women Voters o f  West Virginia:
- -1 . Believes that the state tax system should be broadly based, 
rely on diverse sources of income, provide an adequate, stable yield, 
and treat taxpayers equitably. It should include components b a s ^  
on ability to pay, take into account the economic impact of indi­
vidual taxes, and should be simple to achninister.
PR O PO S E D  C H A N G E:
This statement is a synopsis of the Criteria of a Good Tax Sys­
tem listed in Reviewing Revenues, Taxation and Finance - 1975. 
The statement still rings true and should be kept. The date of 
1/13/76 should be added.
--2 . Opposes any tax reform or change which negatively affects 
the state’s or local government’s ability to provide necessary serv­
ices.
PR O PO S E D  C H A N G E:
Statement number 2 is new. If adopted by the local leagues, it 
will be added to our list of positions and dated.
- -3. Approved the use of general obligation bonds for the creation 
of tangiWe assets, but it is opposed to the use of such bonds to 
meet current expenses.
P R O PO S E D  C H A N G E:
Keep the current statement, which was originally in Statement 
#1, but switch its designation to #3 and include an adoption date of 
1/13/76.
- -4 . Opposes the consumer sales tax on food (1/13/75).“̂  “ 
P R O PO S E D  C H A N G E:
The committee proposes no change to this statement at this time. 
This position was previously included in Number 1, but it is now 
Position #4. There is additional information available, on this po­
sition, for consideration in relation to future action.
- - 5 . Supports, as the major sources of business taxes, reliance on 
a combination of the Business and CXxmpation Tax (or other gross 
sales tax) to provide stability of revenue and the Corporate Net In­
come Tax to provide additional revenue from the more profitable 
businesses (4/2/81).
P R O PO S E D  C H A N G E:
Supports the Corporate Net Income Tax in combination with the 
current Business & Occupation Tax as balanced and fair sources of 
business taxes. Position # 2 becomes # 5.
(continued on back)
(continued from front)
--6 , Supports the use of an inheritance tax with a large spouse 
exemption and a progressive personal income tax (4729/82). 
P R O PO SE D  C H A N G E:
Supports a progressive personal income tax (4/29/82). This Po­
sition was #3; it now shifts to #6.
- -7. Supports the Consumer Sales Tax, the Use Tax and the Gas­
oline Tax. The League favors the extension of the Cigarette Tax to 
other tobacco products and West Virginia’s participation in the In­
ternational Motor Vehicle Registration Plan (6/1/84).
PR O PO S E D  C H A N G E:
The League supports the consumer sales tax with the exception of 
the food tax. The League supports the use tax ^ d  the gasoline tax, 
and favors the extension of the cigarette tax to other tobacco pro­
ducts. This was originally Position #4; it now shifts to #7.The 
committee recommends that the Position on the International Mo­
tor Vehicle Registration Plan be eliminated from our tax position
-statem ent because legislation to  enact-"dii&-proposal was passed-^ -̂----
and went into effect on June 11,1999.
Calendar
N o v . 7 Election Day
N o v . 13 Tax study meeting, 7:3C) p.m., En- 
slow Park Presbyterian Church.
D ec. 7 EPA video Conference, MU, 1-3 
p.m.
J a n .  15 LWV Board meeting, 11:30 
Beverly Hills Presbyterian Church.
--8 . Believes that the amount of revenue raised at the state level 
must be sufficient to provide essential state services and that a bal­
ance in revenue raised from individuals and from businesses should 
be maintained. Further, tax relief measures should be based upon 
objective criteria (4/18/85).
P R O PO SE D  C H A N G E:
Retain the statement; change from Position #5 to Position #8.
- -9 . Supports a variety of options for increasing revenue for local 
governments but opposes the authorization of a local wage tax 
(4/30/92).
P R O PO SE D  C H A N G E:
No changes are proposed for this position statement or its asso­
ciated guidelines. This Position was #6; it is now #9.
Cable TV candidates meetings
Mayor and Sheriff, Nov. 6 at 10 a.m.
House of Delegates, County Commission, Sheriff Nov. 
6 at 1 p.m.
Huntington City Council, Nov. 2 at noon; Nov. 3 at 2 
p.m.; Nov. 6 at 3 p.m.
Watch for the League’s candidates questionnaires in the 
Herald-EHspatch newspaper and online, starting on October 
30.
— ► Thanks to Ferris, Baker, Watts for
paying for the taping of the candidates meeting.
The LWV is a nonpartisan political organization th a t en­
courages the informed and active participation of citizens 
in government and influences public policy through edu­
cation and advocacy. Membership in the League is open to 
women and men of voting age. Annual dues, no t tax de­
ductible, are $35 individual, $50 for two in one household 
and $24 for students.
To join, send your check to : Ann Speer, Treasurer, 706
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TAX TERM GLOSSARY
1. Business & O ccupation Tax: Tax imposed on
public utilities, electric power producers and gas storage 
operators. ^
2. B usiness F ran ch ise ,^ ax : Tax on the privilege 
of doing business in WV.
3. Consum er Sales Tax: A tax assessed on the 
transfer of services and tangible personal property.
4. C o rpora tion  Net Incom e Tax: Tax imposed on 
domestic or foreign corporations doing business in WV, 
or deriving income from property, activity or other 
sources.
5. E sta te  Tax: Tax levied on an entire estate before it 
is distributed to individuals.
6. G eneral O bligation  Bond: Borrowing method 
used to finance projects that do not generate revenue.
7. H om estead Exem ption: An exemption from the 
real estate property tax.
8. In h e ritan ce  Tax: An assessment made by a state 
on the portion of an estate received by an individual.
9. In te rn a tio n a l M otor Vehicle R eg is tra tio n  
P lan : Plan to allow carriers to register in their base 
jurisdiction and pay fees based on the percentage of 
miles traveled in each state.
10. Pyram iding: Occurs when the same money or 
product is taxed more than once.
11. R egressive Tax: The percentage taken decrease! 
as income increases.
12. Revenue Bond: Borrowing method often used tc 
finance capital construction projects which will produce 
revenue (such as the WV Turnpike).
13. Severance Tax: Tax imposed on the production 
of natural resources such as tim ^r and coal.
14. T an g ib le  A ssets: Owned property or goods 
which have value.
15. Use Tax: Tax imposed on commodities purchased 
in other states but intended for use in WV.
